
Checkpoint 6.3. 
 

Facilitate managing information and 
resources 
 
 

Anchor Charts  
Anchor charts are a specific type of reference material created by the teacher and students during 
a lesson and are hung on the walls of the classroom for student reference. Anchor charts may be 
used for a variety of purposes such as: to define concepts, terms, or strategies; to outline or 
describe procedures or to provide guidelines for behavior or task expectations. Displaying these 
charts can help encourage student independence and self-regulation by acting as a reference 
which students can access when they have a question or need to review what was discussed. 
Because they are created during the lesson, and not pre-made, students' understanding of the 
concept being taught, as well as the value and comprehension of the chart as a later reference, is 
heightened. 
 
 
 

Auditory Breaks  
Auditory Breaks are academic and non-academic times during the school day where there are zero 
expectations placed on a student with hearing loss to process auditory information (e.g., 
directions, content information). Auditory Breaks can be embedded into daily classroom routines 
(e.g., times when the teacher is not delivering instruction auditorily, such as silent reading), while 
other breaks can be self-identified by the student as needed. Each student will benefit from 
different frequencies and durations of Auditory Breaks, but generally breaks should occur after a 
student is required to engage in a challenging listening task (e.g., complex direct instruction, long 
lectures or discussion, a lot of background noise) and should last at least 2-5 minutes. Students can 
access Auditory Breaks by removing or turning off their hearing device or moving to a quieter area 
in the classroom while working on non-auditory tasks, such as independent writing, transitions, or 
free time. Because listening tasks can cause physical and cognitive strain on students with hearing 
loss, providing these breaks gives students an opportunity to rest much like a runner might 
intermittently walk or jog to catch their breath before continuing their run. These breaks increase 
a student's stamina to concentrate, engage, and process auditory information throughout the day. 
 
 
 

Auditory Repair Strategies  
With Auditory Repair Strategies, a student with hearing loss is encouraged to ask for clarification 
or repetition of information presented auditorily in order to reduce conversational or instructional 
breakdowns. When supporting Auditory Repair Strategies, a teacher first models question formats 
that a student can use during early communication breakdowns, such as “Say it again please” for 
repetition, or “I don't understand?” for clarification. Once a student is able to use these 



independently, the teacher supports the student in self-generating questions that include more 
details to repair communication breakdowns throughout the school day (e.g., “If you did not 
understand, what can you ask?” / “If you missed one of the direction steps, what can you do to 
help yourself figure out the missing information?”). Supporting Auditory Repair Strategies resolves 
breakdowns in understanding, helps build self-advocacy skills, and ensures that students with 
hearing loss remain an integral part of conversations. 
 
 
 

Auditory Wait Time  
Auditory Wait Time is a verbal processing technique in which students are provided time to 
process information presented orally (e.g., a question posed, introduction of new vocabulary, 
modeling of a sentence) before expecting a verbal or nonverbal response and continuing 
instruction. When using Auditory Wait Time, the teacher pauses and waits before providing a 
repetition of the information or the answer. The teacher can also prompt surrounding peers to 
wait patiently while Auditory Wait Time is offered (e.g., “Let’s all just take some “think-time.” / “I 
can see Auburn is thinking deeply.”). While Auditory Wait Time can be implemented as a whole 
class strategy, it can also be particularly effective for students with hearing loss that are often 
actively working on listening skills and require additional time to process auditory information. It 
also creates the expectation of responding before a repetition or answer is provided. 
 
 
 

Character Map  
A Character Map is a graphic organizer where students analyze the traits and attributes of a 
character in a story. Using a Character Map, students list or describe different aspects of a 
character such as the character’s physical appearance, actions, what he/she thinks or believes, and 
how others interact with him/her. Character Maps can be used with a variety of texts (e.g., movie, 
poem, story, nonfiction) to help students organize their thoughts about a character and identify 
key attributes. Additionally, Character Maps encourage deeper text analysis as students move 
beyond their personal impressions of a character to understanding the character’s motivations 
and impact on a story or event. 
 
 
 

Checks for Auditory Understanding  
Checks for Auditory Understanding is a progress monitoring strategy in which a student confirms 
that information presented auditorily was received accurately (e.g., student discriminated 
between like-sounding words, heard all steps within a direction). After auditory information is 
presented (e.g., directions, read alouds, group discussion), a teacher asks the student a 
comprehension question to check if the information was processed (e.g., “Hudson, what are the 
three steps for today’s assignment?” / “Shea, which partner shares first?”). If the student responds 
correctly, instruction continues. If the student missed or misheard the information, the teacher 
reiterates it (e.g., with reduced pace, by breaking down directions into smaller chunks, providing 
acoustic highlighting of a target word/detail that was missed). After, the teacher checks a second 
time to confirm that the student processed the information. Check for Auditory Understanding 



supports students’ auditory development and helps build self-advocacy skills by promoting 
self-reflection (e.g., identifying when clarification is needed). 
 
 
 

Explicit Instruction  
Explicit Instruction is an instructional approach that involves teaching a specific skill or concept 
using several systematic steps to support students with learning new content or mastering 
previously taught concepts. When delivering Explicit Instruction, lessons are organized around 
critical content, complex skills are broken into smaller parts, and instructional routines (e.g., Check 
for Understanding, Turn and Talk) are used to ensure that students remain engaged. The teacher 
begins Explicit Instruction by stating the learning goals and connecting them to prior learning. The 
teacher then highlights important details of the concept or skill, models key processes with clear 
instructions, and gives opportunities for students to engage in guided and independent practice 
while providing feedback. Through structured routines and clearly articulated teaching, Explicit 
Instruction supports the needs of a variety of learners by reducing misconceptions and promoting 
skill development. 
 
 
 

Graphic Organizers  
Graphic Organizers are visual representations of text. They can be used to organize facts and/or 
specific features of fiction or non-fiction material. Teachers can present the information in a pre- 
or partially-completed graphic organizers or have students fill them out. 
 
Examples include: Compare/Contrast charts, T-charts, Venn diagrams, Cause-and-effect charts, 
Essay organizers, Sandwich charts, Story Ladders, Main idea and Supporting Details, Spider Maps, 
Timelines, Sequence Charts, Flow Charts, Story Maps (e.g. plot, setting, etc), Concept Maps, Poetry 
Frames, Response-to-Literature Templates. 
 
 
 

Inquiry Chart  
An Inquiry Chart is a graphic organizer that students use to generate meaningful inquiry questions 
about a topic (e.g., pre-reading) and record information to answer those questions (e.g., while 
reading) in order to foster critical thinking, deepen reading comprehension, and help students 
organize their writing. Once a topic is selected (e.g., pre-selected by the teacher, self-selected by 
the student), students activate prior knowledge by considering what they already know about the 
topic. Next, students develop inquiry questions (e.g., what students want to learn or know more 
about), which are then added to the top of each column on the Inquiry Chart. After, students listen 
to, or read and review multiple sources to research information related to their inquiries, which is 
then recorded onto their chart. Lastly, students form summaries of collected information and 
compare their details (e.g., post-reading). An Inquiry Chart can be completed independently, with 
partnerships, in small groups, or as a whole class. 
 
 
 



Interactive Anchor Chart  
An Interactive Anchor Chart specifically incorporates student-generated content onto a chart 
pre-labeled with the topic and headings by the teacher. While a traditional anchor chart serves as 
a helpful organizational teaching tool, an Interactive Anchor Chart is designed to promote student 
ownership and engagement by having students directly write or add sticky notes onto it. A teacher 
presents an Interactive Anchor Chart with only the topic and heading, and provides students time 
to work independently, in pairs, or in small groups, to complete the chart. Afterward, the chart is 
used as a reference tool when working on the same task or skill at a later date. 
 
 
 

Interactive Story Map  
An Interactive Story Map is a graphic organizer featuring key story elements (i.e., characters, 
setting, conflict, resolution development) paired with guiding questions (e.g. "What is the 
conflict?", "How does the character act?", "Where is the story set?"). An Interactive Story Map 
resembles a web, listing each of the key story elements with attached extension boxes for 
students to respond to questions and write their analyses. Interactive Story Maps reinforce story 
structure when reading a fictional text and are helpful planning tools for students when 
developing storylines and characters for a creative writing assignment. Beyond a planning tool, an 
Interactive Story Map can be used to assess comprehension and analytical skills. 
 
 
 

KNWS Chart  
KNWS Chart is an organization tool in which students use a chart with four columns labeled "K, N, 
W, S" (i.e., K: “What information do I need to know?” / N: “What information is not relevant?” / 
W: “What is the problem asking me to find?” / S: “What strategy will I use to solve the problem?”) 
to break down word problems. First, the teacher models how to dissect information provided in a 
word problem using a large version of a KNWS Chart. After, students use personal KNWS Charts to 
analyze and solve a new word problem. Students fill in the chart after reading the problem, using 
the strategy identified in the “S” column to attempt an accurate solution. Lastly, students use 
KNWS Charts to discuss and compare solving strategies. Applying this strategy helps students learn 
and internalize an effective process while problem solving, and also provides support for visual 
learners or students that need help organizing thoughts. 
 
 
 

KWL Chart  
A KWL Chart is a three-column chart where students record what they already Know, Want to 
know, and have Learned about a topic. Prior to reading or learning new content, students start by 
listing what they already know about the topic based on previous study, personal experience, and 
text features in the K column. Next, in the W column, students write questions they want to 
answer or information they hope to find out about the topic. After completing the unit, reading, or 
other learning activity, students record new information learned in the L column. KWL Charts help 
students activate prior knowledge, make connections, and set a purpose when reading or learning 



new concepts. KWL Charts also promote inquiry and reflection as students seek to find answers to 
their own questions about a topic. 
 
 
 

Ling 6 Sound Check  
The Ling 6 Sound Check is a check-in strategy in which a student with hearing loss repeats a series 
of vowel and consonant sounds (i.e., ah, ee, oo, ss, sh, mm) in order to determine their ability to 
detect, identify, and discriminate sounds within the speech range that are necessary for learning. 
This check also monitors if a cochlear implant system or hearing aid is working effectively. While 
conducting a Ling 6 Sound Check, a teacher presents these 6 sounds at a conversational volume 
level in a random order to reduce false or anticipated responses. If a student has bilateral hearing 
loss, each device is tested alone, and then once together. Since the Ling 6 Sound Check tests to see 
if a student can functionally hear sounds, no clues that a sound was stated are offered, such as 
being able to see the teacher’s lips. This strategy also serves as an assessment for a student’s 
distance of hearing. 
 
 
 

Math Exemplar  
A math exemplar is a teacher-provided model of a math problem that has been correctly and fully 
completed. A math exemplar illustrates the key concepts, skills and steps required to successfully 
solve a given problem. Assessment criteria are demonstrated within the exemplar so that students 
know what is expected in order to meet the standards that will be assessed. As math exemplars 
make the problem-solving process explicit, students are taught to understand the embedded 
concepts and generalize them to novel tasks. Math exemplars can be used to highlight critical 
features of new concepts, or they can be utilized as a reference material that students can access 
as a support during guided or independent practice. 
 
 
 

Math Graphic Organizers  
Math Graphic Organizers are visual representations of text and mathematical concepts. They can 
be used to organize information and/or support students with visualizing mathematics. Teachers 
can present the information in pre- or partially-completed graphic organizers or have students fill 
them out independently. 
 
Examples include: Addition and Subtraction Word Problem Organizer, Multiplication Area Model 
Organizer, Multiplication using the Standard Algorithm Organizer, Decimal Addition Organizer, 
One-Step Equations with Algebra Tiles Organizer, Two-Step Equations with Algebra Tiles Organizer 
and Fraction Division Word Problem Organizer. 
 
 
 



Metacognitive Note-Taking  
Reading metacognition is the awareness of self-monitoring comprehension while reading. Good 
readers naturally do it: They ask questions, make connections, and find meaning while they read. 
Metacognitive Note Taking is a strategy that teachers use to teach students when and how to be 
more active while they read to monitor their comprehension. Some students are taught to 
underline and make notes in the margins. Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis share how to use 
sticky notes with special codes for different types of metacognitive skills in their book, Strategies 
That Work. Using this strategy while reading teaches students to become more active readers so 
that they can eventually comprehend passages more closely without the use of sticky notes. 
 
 
 

Mnemonics  
Mnemonics is a visual enhancement strategy that relates new information to prior knowledge 
using visual and verbal cues. Using these cues, students are able to accumulate new information 
and retrieve it more effectively. Teachers can support student learning using Mnemonics by 
providing keyword and letter associations. The keyword method helps introduce vocabulary or key 
concepts by selecting known words that sound similar to the new term, paired with a visual (e.g., 
the scientific term for common frogs is ranidae. A helpful keyword is rain, with a paired image of 
frogs hopping in the rain). Letter association Mnemonics use acronyms (e.g., PEMDAS) or phrases 
(e.g., Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally for order of operations) to provide an easier method for 
students to remember a series of facts, terms, or steps. 
 
 
 

Open Book  
Open book refers to having access to the core material/textbook while taking an exam and/or test 
on the content. With open book, students can tab and or create shortcuts to find the information 
in the text. Having the option for the accommodation of open book helps a student with focusing 
on understanding themes within the content with less emphasis on having to memorize or recall 
all the exact facts and details. 
 
 
 

Open Notes  
When test-taking, open notes is a strategy that a student can use to refer back to notes to answer 
questions on the test. Open notes typically refer to all notes that the student has taken on a given 
topic or during a unit lesson. However, the teacher and/or the IEP document may specify what 
notes can or cannot be used during test-taking. 
 
 
 

Question-Answer Relationship  
Question-Answer Relationship (QAR) is a comprehension strategy that supports students in 
recognizing, answering, and developing four subcategories of questions (i.e., “Right There”, “Think 
& Search”, “Author & You”, “On Your Own”) in order to strengthen understanding. The teacher 



explains that students must first consider the type of questions they might encounter as readers 
before deciding how to answer them, and continues by introducing each QAR (e.g., “Right There” 
answers can be lifted directly from a text, whereas “Think & Search” answers will require you to 
look across paragraphs/pages. “Author & You” responses will require you to make inferences, 
while you will need to use your schema to answer “On Your Own” questions.”). After, a text is read 
aloud and predetermined questions are asked that represent each QAR type, allowing students to 
practice answering questions based on how they are identified. 
 
 
 


