
Checkpoint 3.1.  
 

Activate or supply background 
knowledge 
 
 
ABC Summary 
An ABC Summary is a summative assessment where students share the responsibility of 
brainstorming ideas or summarizing content through a written creation of an ABC list of 
learning. Students use the 26 letters of the alphabet as prompts to generate words or 
sentences to describe a text or topic of discussion. Individual students, partnerships, or 
small groups can be assigned letters when crafting statements. Once all statements are 
recorded, a whole class share is conducted. This strategy provides students with an 
alternative when trying to access and recall concepts they have learned and encourages 
students to use critical thinking skills when writing statements about key concepts across 
all subject areas.  
 
Carousel Brainstorming 
In Carousel Brainstorming, small groups rotate through several topic-specific stations and 
students collaboratively brainstorm written responses (e.g., on chart paper posted at each 
location) to reflect their knowledge about each topic. First, a teacher sets up a desired 
number of stations, each highlighting a different brainstorming subtopic. Next, students in 
small groups visit each station to record as many ideas/terms related to the topic as 
possible before transitioning to the next station (i.e., 1-2 minutes). When the next group 
arrives, students first read through the notes left by the previous group before adding 
new ideas that have not yet been included to build reflection and grow conversations. This 
process repeats until each group has visited every station.  
 
Collaborative Labeling 
Collaborative Labeling is an early literacy strategy in which students take part in the 
labeling of objects around the classroom in order to develop print awareness. The teacher 
and students collaboratively select objects of importance around the room that would 
benefit from a label (e.g. door, desk, window). Then, the teacher engages students in 
sounding out the name of the object while writing each letter on a large label. The label is 
posted on or near the object and becomes a part of the print rich classroom environment. 
As students gain proficiency, they begin to take on a greater role in sounding out the 
words and writing labels. This strategy supports early learners by reinforcing the 
connection between familiar, real-life objects and visible print.  
 
Essay Outline 
An outline is a tool to help organize thoughts, ideas and information prior to drafting an 
extended piece of writing. In an outline, students typically include a category name or 



topic sentence, along with notes about what else will be included in each paragraph. 
Outlines can be simple, with one-word headings followed by a list of bullets. Outlines can 
also be complex, using specific lettering and numbering to organize and prioritize key 
information. 
 
Constructing an outline commonly occurs during the pre-writing phase of writing, 
following the generation of ideas but prior to drafting. An outline is a powerful tool for 
early and advanced writers and can be effectively implemented for any genre of writing. 
Outlining may aid students in overcoming barriers related to writing such as anxiety or 
organization. For instance, the process of outlining can be helpful in managing and 
sequencing large amounts of information. Engaging in outlining may also reduce 
intimidation related to writing and help students more successfully transition from 
generating ideas to completing a draft.  
 
Familiar People, Places, and Things 
Familiar People, Places, and Things is an engagement strategy where a teacher 
incorporates content that is already known to the student (e.g., through previous teaching 
or from the student’s personal background knowledge) when presenting new or 
challenging tasks. A person, place, or thing is only considered familiar when a teacher is 
certain a student will recognize it from a previous lesson, the classroom/community 
setting, or the student’s own life. A teacher designs tasks and materials for students or 
with them, incorporating relatable references (e.g., specific people/characters, 
actual/fictional places, recognizable items) to help students interact with instructional 
content. This strategy uniquely taps into a student’s background knowledge in order to 
focus attention on the skill being taught without added confusion related to content 
information.  
 
Familiar Text 
Familiar Texts are previously taught books or passages used as a practice text when 
students are learning a new skill. Using a familiar text creates an opportunity for students 
to focus on the new literacy skill without getting hung up on decoding or comprehension. 
Working with a familiar text while taking on a new task can also promote student 
confidence and engagement.  
 
First Lines 
First Lines is a pre-reading strategy in which students read the first few sentences of a text 
(e.g., article, short story, poem, play, etc.) and use this information to make predictions 
about that text. First Lines helps students focus their attention on what they can learn 
from the beginning lines of a text about the content that will be covered or important 
events and characters. Making predictions improves comprehension by activating 
students’ background knowledge and priming them for engaged reading. After making 
predictions, students continue reading the text and reflect on, discuss, and revise their 
original predictions.  
 



Functional Print 
Functional Print is an early literacy strategy in which students use a print rich classroom 
environment to develop print awareness and practice emergent reading. First teachers 
create a print rich environment by labeling all meaningful classroom areas (e.g. calendar, 
various centers, library, playhouse etc.) with large print. The teacher includes labels that 
remain posted throughout the year (e.g. alphabet, name labels on cubbies, name cards for 
centers), as well as interactive print that is updated ongoing (e.g. calendar bulletin board, 
pocket chart sentences, graphic organizers, student work). The teacher engages students 
in practicing reading functional print daily. Daily practice enables students to make 
connections between print and its meaning and develop confidence as emergent readers.  
 
Glossary 
A glossary is typically a list of terms with definitions or an outline of concepts that have 
been identified throughout the lesson or unit. The glossary can be used as a quick 
reference by the student to supplement the learning as well as a study guide for a test. 
Students may also have the option of using the glossary during the exam depending upon 
the accommodations in the IEP and/or teacher preferences. The glossary can be student 
or teacher created.  
 
Graffiti Boards 
Graffiti Boards are a cooperative engagement strategy in which students write or visually 
represent ideas about a topic on a shared space in the classroom (e.g., a section of a wall 
covered with large chart paper or a whole whiteboard). Graffiti Boards can help students 
brainstorm and present prior knowledge, demonstrate logical reasoning (e.g., 
problem-solving strategies), or exhibit comprehension of a topic. A teacher first explains 
that students will use this board to “hear” each other’s ideas and emphasizes that each 
student must contribute at least one question or comment to the board. Next, the teacher 
names the focus topic or question and students begin to write down ideas and colorful 
images to create a vibrant display of thoughts and perceptions about the topic.  
 
Peer Interview 
Peer Interviews are three rounds of discussion where one student interviews a peer about 
a specific topic while a third student observes and takes notes, with the students rotating 
the role of interviewer, interviewee, and reporter for each round. Before the activity 
begins, the teacher assigns initial roles to students in each group using “role tags” (e.g., 
each one separately labeled). Once a topic is introduced, students are given a few minutes 
to brainstorm and generate thoughtful interview questions. Each interview lasts 3-4 
minutes, and students are provided with an extra minute between roles to prepare for the 
next one. The teacher uses a cue, such as “Role change!” between interviews to signal 
students to pass “role tags” to the right. After all three interviews have been conducted, 
students share their observations and notes with each other in their small-groups in order 
to consolidate their findings. 
 
Peer Interview Role Rotation Guide: 
1: Interviewer - A / Interviewee - B / Reporter - C 



2: Interviewer - C / Interviewee - A / Reporter - B 
3: Interviewer - B / Interviewee - C / Reporter - A  
 
Photo Flashcards of Social Scenarios 
Photo Flashcards of Social Scenarios are visual aids used to build and reinforce students' 
understanding of social skills, particularly those related to peer interactions and conflict 
resolution. To implement this strategy in the classroom, teachers collect photographs of 
individuals engaged in social scenarios to use as exemplars when teaching critical social 
skills (e.g., sharing, waiting for turn, following classroom routines). The collection of 
photographs is integrated into ongoing lessons and class discussions about social skills 
that evolve throughout the year. The strategy is flexible, and can be applied to 
pre-planned lessons, or used in-the-moment for immediate reinforcement or redirection. 
As opposed to illustrations, students have a stronger contextual connection to 
photographs, especially ones of themselves and/or their peers. Photo Flashcards of Social 
Scenarios provide concrete and relevant visual models for how to engage in social 
scenarios, making them ideal for early learners that are in the process of building social 
and language skills.  
 
Picture Walk 
A picture walk is a pre-reading strategy where the teacher guides students through the 
pictures in a text. The teacher begins with the cover of a book and examines the cover art. 
Using the cover art, the teacher can prompt the class or a small reading group to make 
predictions about what the title means and continue to make predictions as the teacher 
and students look through the pages. The teacher discusses with students what they 
notice in the illustrations, making note of setting and characters. As the teacher moves 
through the illustrations, the teacher gets the students to notice differences in the 
characters, based on what they see. In particular, the emotions displayed on character 
faces or changes in action and setting. This sets up a story in students’ minds before 
reading of the text begins, allowing for an opportunity to preview and activate prior 
knowledge to deepen the reading of the text that follows.  
 
Pre-Reading 
Pre-reading is a set of reading strategies utilized before students engage in a text. 
Pre-reading activities might encourage students to access background knowledge that is 
relevant to the text they will read or have students preview text features to get a sense of 
the structure and content of a reading selection. Pre-reading can also provide context for 
possibly unknown topics or themes when looking at content-rich text to help provide 
confidence and engage students. These activities are designed to build on pre-existing 
knowledge, increase background knowledge, engage and interest students in material and 
prepare students by giving them a preview of a text they will be reading. Pre-reading 
activities may be employed in whole class, small group or individual settings.  
 
Preteaching 
Preteaching is the teaching of vocabulary, language or content knowledge to students in 
preparation of an academic activity. Preteaching as a teaching strategy enhances overall 



understanding of the academic content, increases students understanding of the concepts 
by introducing vocabulary as well as supporting mastery of the language. This is especially 
important for English language learners who are still learning academic language.  
 
Prewriting Web 
A prewriting web is a tool used for stimulating ideas. While prewriting webs may be used 
across content areas for many purposes, they are particularly useful for generating ideas 
during the prewriting phase of the writing process. The simplest prewriting webs include a 
visual with a circle in the center of a blank page. The central concept or idea is recorded 
inside the circle and related ideas are recorded around the central concept. A more 
extensive prewriting web can include multiple tiers. For example, an advanced web may 
include main points stemming from the central concept and subpoints that extend from 
each of the main points. Representations such as phrases, words or pictures can be used. 
Creating an idea web is a relaxed and fun activity where ideas are not limited, rewarded or 
criticized. There are no bad ideas!  
 
Realia 
Realia is incorporating real life representations such as objects into the classroom and 
learning environment to enhance the student's knowledge about the topic and/or 
concept. Using realia in the classroom provides the student with a visual and tactile model 
of the object. These concrete objects help the student to explore the lesson theme as well 
as make connections with prior knowledge and grade level content.  
 
Social Role Play 
Role-play is a type of social support that helps students learn how to interact in typical 
social situations. With role-play, the students take turns practicing what to do in certain 
situations, such as initiating a conversation, playing a game or asking for help. Sometimes, 
the teacher initially models the proper behavior for social interactions. Other times, the 
students may practice the social skills using a script.  
 
State the Facts 
State the Facts is an early learning strategy in which a teacher directly gives students facts, 
labels and other background knowledge using clear and simple language. As part of the 
instructional planning process, the teacher reflects upon students’ present knowledge and 
anticipates potential areas of misunderstanding, including content that is outside 
students' frame of reference. The teacher then determines which facts, vocabulary, labels 
and other background knowledge can be directly relayed to students to support 
clarification or deepen understanding (e.g., “This whole body of land is called a continent. 
The United States is part of the continent called North America.”). Typically, teachers 
utilize the State the Facts strategy at the outset of the lesson, so that new knowledge can 
be built upon the information that is given. As early learners are rapidly building their 
bases of knowledge, State the Facts is effective in reducing barriers related to unfamiliar 
items, vocabulary or context. Furthermore, the strategy affords student a purpose for 
learning, clear expectations and a focal point for instruction.  
 



Use Rare Words 
Use Rare Words is an early literacy strategy in which a teacher integrates sophisticated 
vocabulary words into daily classroom routines, instruction, and conversations in order to 
expand students’ vocabulary knowledge. To execute this strategy, the teacher creates 
opportunities to use rich, mature vocabulary words (i.e., “tier 2 words”) in place of 
language that most students would know by default (i.e., “tier 1 words"). To begin, the 
teacher reflects on opportunities to weave robust vocabulary into classroom systems (e.g., 
distinguished titles for classroom jobs), routines (e.g., “distribute” classroom materials, 
line up “swiftly” ), and instruction (e.g., “Let’s summarize the story!”). Additionally, the 
teacher capitalizes on in-the-moment opportunities to replace well-known words with 
new, high-utility vocabulary words (e.g., “Try rotating the puzzle piece.”). Use Rare Words 
requires teachers to repeatedly use new words in context, which promotes deep mastery 
and retention. As vocabulary knowledge is a key predictor of reading success, Use Rare 
Words is powerful in establishing a solid foundation for emergent readers.  
 
Verbal Prompting 
A verbal prompt is an auditory cue that can be used in the classroom to increase the 
likelihood that the student will respond appropriately to a task or directive, to activate 
background knowledge, or as corrective feedback for misbehavior. A verbal prompt is 
most often delivered before a student's response to ensure the success of the response 
and to minimize practicing mistakes.  


