
Checkpoint 2.4. 
 

Promote understanding across 
languages 
 
Cloze Sentences 
Cloze sentences are sentences in which key words are deleted, covered up or blocked out. 
When presented with cloze sentences, students must use context clues to determine the 
missing word. As the strategy helps direct students' attention to particular words in a 
sentence, it can help students understand how language works. As such, cloze sentences 
may be particularly useful for English language learners and students with language 
processing difficulties. Additionally, cloze sentences encourage all students to think 
critically about a text and monitor for meaning while reading. The strategy can be 
implemented across grade levels to support grammar and language skills. Cloze sentences 
are also an engaging way to reinforce content-specific vocabulary and academic language.  
 
Thesaurus 
A thesaurus is a reference material containing both the synonyms and antonyms for a 
given word. A thesaurus may help a student expand word use and word knowledge as well 
as provide an array of words that the student may use when writing and or speaking 
about a topic. 
  
Word Bank 
A word bank is a list of words that is created by the teacher or student that relates to the 
core content and academic material the student is learning. The word bank provides the 
student with access to the key vocabulary and helps with instructional level vocabulary 
development, spelling and writing. The word bank can be embedded within the academic 
material or core content. Word banks help students recall words that they have previously 
learned.  
 
Word Wall 
A Word Wall is a bulletin board or chart listing high-frequency words (e.g., the, is, 
because, what, was) or content-specific words (e.g., add, subtract, multiply, divide) in 
alphabetical order. Instead of simply being a static display of words, Word Walls are 
intended to grow throughout a unit or year as the teacher adds new words that are 
introduced during instruction. Word Walls promote vocabulary development and reading 
fluency, by providing students with repeated exposure to key terms that are frequently 
found in texts or utilized in academic study. Word Walls also serve as a visual reference for 
students and can be used to reinforce specific skills and support reading and writing 
activities.  


