
Checkpoint 2.1. 
 

Clarify vocabulary and symbols 

 

Word Wall 
A Word Wall is a bulletin board or chart listing high-frequency words (e.g., the, is, 
because, what, was) or content-specific words (e.g., add, subtract, multiply, divide) in 
alphabetical order. Instead of simply being a static display of words, Word Walls are 
intended to grow throughout a unit or year as the teacher adds new words that are 
introduced during instruction. Word Walls promote vocabulary development and reading 
fluency, by providing students with repeated exposure to key terms that are frequently 
found in texts or utilized in academic study. Word Walls also serve as a visual reference for 
students and can be used to reinforce specific skills and support reading and writing 
activities. 
 
 

Word Attack Reminders 
Word Attack Reminders are printed checklists, posters or visual images displaying 
strategies that remind students how to "attack" or independently decode unfamiliar 
words. When students encounter an unknown word in a text, they refer to an anchor 
chart or checklist to "remind" themselves of different Word Attack strategies they can use 
to decode it (e.g. "look at the picture for clues", "try another vowel sound" or "break the 
word apart and look for familiar pieces"). By using this strategy, students are more likely 
to try multiple strategies for decoding before asking for help or giving up, making them 
more proficient and independent readers. 
 
 

Vocabulary Preview 
Vocabulary preview is a strategy of introducing new and unfamiliar words to students 
prior to reading or writing. Vocabulary previews may include teaching the definitions of 
the words, creating visuals of the words or providing examples of the word in use. 
Vocabulary previews increase student’s overall access to words and the meaning of words 
to support reading comprehension and language development. 
 
 

Vocabulary Knowledge Rating Sheet 
Vocabulary Knowledge Rating Sheet (Kinsella/Feldman, 2004) can be incorporated into 
lessons to help students with language learning needs to pre-assess their knowledge of 
key vocabulary as they are encountering new words. This process increases student 
engagement and active involvement, activates prior background knowledge and prepares 
the student to learn and incorporate new words into his/her vocabulary. 
 



When using the Vocabulary Knowledge Rating Sheet during explicit vocabulary instruction, 
the teacher introduces a word or list of words by writing the vocabulary list on a 
whiteboard. Students then transfer the list by first reading the word aloud with the 
teacher and then writing the word on the Vocabulary Knowledge Rating Sheet. For each 
word, the students individually rate their prior knowledge of the word on a scale of 1-4. 
 
4 – I can use/teach the word. 
3 – I can define the word. 
2 – I have heard or seen this word before. 
1 – I have never seen or heard this word before. 
Once the students have self-assessed, they write what they think the word means on the 
Vocabulary Rating Sheet. Throughout the lesson, the teacher explicitly teaches the 
meaning of the word by pronouncing, explaining through examples, providing the context 
and common usage of the words. At the end of the lesson, students reassess their word 
knowledge using the 4-point scale. 
 
 

Vocabulary Journal 
A Vocabulary Journal is an ongoing personal collection of key vocabulary terms that can be 
pre-taught by the teacher or self-selected by the student. In addition to recording the 
word and definition, vocabulary journals also ask the student to enter additional 
information such as an illustration, example of use, and synonyms/antonyms to deepen 
their understanding of the word as well as ensure that the student will use the word in 
their speaking and writing. 
 
Vocabulary Journals are extremely flexible and can be used effectively across grade levels 
and subject areas since students encounter both high-frequency vocabulary (e.g. "Tier 2" 
words) and content-specific vocabulary (e.g. "Tier 3" words) throughout the school day. 
 
Using a Vocabulary Journal can also increase the engagement and motivation that 
students have in mastering vocabulary since the information is personally entered by the 
student and can be used as their own personal reference both inside and outside of the 
classroom. 
 
 

Use Rare Words 
Use Rare Words is an early literacy strategy in which a teacher integrates sophisticated 
vocabulary words into daily classroom routines, instruction, and conversations in order to 
expand students’ vocabulary knowledge.To execute this strategy, the teacher creates 
opportunities to use rich, mature vocabulary words (i.e., “tier 2 words”) in place of 
language that most students would know by default (i.e., “tier 1 words"). To begin, the 
teacher reflects on opportunities to weave robust vocabulary into classroom systems (e.g., 
distinguished titles for classroom jobs), routines (e.g., “distribute” classroom materials, 
line up “swiftly” ), and instruction (e.g., “Let’s summarize the story!”). Additionally, the 
teacher capitalizes on in-the-moment opportunities to replace well-known words with 



new, high-utility vocabulary words (e.g., “Try rotating the puzzle piece.”). Use Rare Words 
requires teachers to repeatedly use new words in context, which promotes deep mastery 
and retention. As vocabulary knowledge is a key predictor of reading success, Use Rare 
Words is powerful in establishing a solid foundation for emergent readers. 
 
 

Thesaurus 
A thesaurus is a reference material containing both the synonyms and antonyms for a 
given word. A thesaurus may help a student expand word use and word knowledge as well 
as provide an array of words that the student may use when writing and or speaking 
about a topic. 
 
 

Preteaching 
Preteaching is the teaching of vocabulary, language or content knowledge to students in 
preparation of an academic activity. Preteaching as a teaching strategy enhances overall 
understanding of the academic content, increases students understanding of the concepts 
by introducing vocabulary as well as supporting mastery of the language. This is especially 
important for English language learners who are still learning academic language. 
 
 

Math Dictionary 
A math dictionary is a type of dictionary that contains mathematical terms, definitions and 
visual representations. The math dictionary may have a specific or concentrated focus 
area such as geometry or may contain general mathematical topics related to grade 
related content. For example, math glossaries that can be found at the end of grade level 
math textbooks would be considered a more general math dictionary. 
 
 

Glossary 
A glossary is typically a list of terms with definitions or an outline of concepts that have 
been identified throughout the lesson or unit. The glossary can be used as a quick 
reference by the student to supplement the learning as well as a study guide for a test. 
Students may also have the option of using the glossary during the exam depending upon 
the accommodations in the IEP and/or teacher preferences. The glossary can be student 
or teacher created. 
 
 
 
 

Frayer Model 
The Frayer model is a graphic organizer that is composed of a four-cell box with the target 
vocabulary word or concept in the center. The Frayer model supports students in building 



a comprehensive understanding of the core vocabulary and key concepts. The Frayer 
model contains: 
 

● The definition of the word (upper left corner) 
● Facts/characteristics (upper right corner) 
● Examples (lower left corner) 
● Non-examples of the word (lower right corner) 

 
The Frayer model helps students to activate prior knowledge, build a connection with the 
essential characteristics of the concept and develop an in-depth understanding of the 
word or concept. The Frayer model can be used in whole group discussion, small group, or 
independently as part of vocabulary development. 
 
 

Dictionary 
A dictionary is a reference material that has words in alphabetical order. The dictionary 
entry for a word provides the definition of the word and/or multiple meanings of the 
word, pronunciation, parts of speech and etymology. There are many different types of 
specialized dictionaries available such as historical, geographical, character, biographical, 
visual, etc. These dictionaries have specific information available to the learner. For 
example, a translation dictionary may have the word in one language and provide an 
equivalent word in another language (e.g. Spanish – English Dictionary). 
 
 

Context Clues 
Using context clues is an explicitly taught reading strategy that students use as they read 
to figure out the meaning of an unknown word. When coming across an unknown word, a 
student uses other words in the text that are usually in the same sentence or nearby 
sentences that provide clues as to the meaning of the unknown word. These clues may 
include synonyms, antonyms, definitions or examples. Using these clues, students derive 
the meaning of the unknown word in a text. Context clues are often taught during literacy 
blocks or in small-group, guided reading instruction. The teacher explicitly models the 
strategy using authentic texts or shorter passages. The teacher can then apply this 
strategy while thinking aloud during read aloud, shared reading or during a reading 
conference to reinforce the strategy. 
 
 
 
 

Concept Mapping 
Concept mapping is a way of visually organizing and representing knowledge around a key 
term or concept. Concept mapping is a teaching tool that helps students understand the 
key concept through making connections of words and phrases with the main idea (e.g. 
key concept). 
 



 

Collaborative Labeling 
Collaborative Labeling is an early literacy strategy in which students take part in the 
labeling of objects around the classroom in order to develop print awareness. The teacher 
and students collaboratively select objects of importance around the room that would 
benefit from a label (e.g. door, desk, window). Then, the teacher engages students in 
sounding out the name of the object while writing each letter on a large label. The label is 
posted on or near the object and becomes a part of the print rich classroom environment. 
As students gain proficiency, they begin to take on a greater role in sounding out the 
words and writing labels. This strategy supports early learners by reinforcing the 
connection between familiar, real-life objects and visible print. 
 


