
Checkpoint 1.2. 

Offer alternatives for auditory 
information 
 
Everyday Sign Language 
Everyday Sign Language is a complete, complex language that incorporates hand 
movements, facial expressions, and body postures that students can use to convey 
meaning while communicating nonverbally. While Everyday Sign Language is typically 
taught to students who are deaf or hard of hearing, everyday Everyday Sign Language can 
also be taught and used by all students to express their thoughts throughout the school 
day. A teacher can introduce Everyday Sign Language letters, numbers, and short 
responses/phrases (e.g, yes, no, agree, disagree, hello, goodbye, thank you, water, toilet, 
snack) for students to use during academic and social situations to effectively 
communicate ideas. While other body language techniques can be a way to 
non-linguistically communicate, Everyday Sign Language differs in that it involves 
simultaneously combining hand shapes, orientation and movement of the hands, arms or 
body, and facial expressions to express a speaker’s thoughts.  
 
Narrative Obstacle Courses 
In Narrative Obstacle Courses, students simultaneously build literary comprehension and 
sensory-motor integration skills by acting out parts of a text using gym or occupational 
therapy equipment to represent different story elements. A teacher physically constructs 
an environment to symbolize a story setting (e.g., a large wedge cushion as a mountain) 
and fine motor materials to support mimicking actions throughout a story (e.g., playdough 
as pizza dough). Narrative Obstacle Courses help students develop the ability to plan, 
sequence, execute, and adjust performance of a multi-step task (e.g., packing backpack, 
class projects) while also building understanding of story elements (e.g., plot, characters, 
setting). While this type of kinesthetic activity is particularly effective with early childhood 
learners and students with executive functioning disorders, it can be implemented at 
many grade levels to support cognitive and language development.  
 
Scientific Sensory Station 
Scientific Sensory Station is a play-based learning center in which students use their 
senses to explore scientific concepts. First, a teacher prepares the center by identifying 
the concept to focus on (e.g. weather, cause and effect, water cycle). Then, the teacher 
gathers materials that allow for engaging, hands-on exploration of the selected concept. 
Stations typically contain a variety of materials to touch and observe (e.g. seeds, cups of 
soil, rocks, sticks, shells), as well as other materials to engage all of the students’ senses 
(e.g. fragrant flowers and herbs, audio recordings of nature sounds with headphones). 
Stations may also include picture books about the five senses for students to explore. A 



Scientific Sensory Station allows students to engage all of their senses for an immersive 
learning experience.  
 
Sensory Bins for Language Learning 
Sensory Bins for Language Learning are a type of tool in which students practice relating 
first letters or sounds to actual words and objects by exploring hands-on materials. As 
students handle objects, they connect words and word meaning to physical objects, which 
is great for kinesthetic learners. To create Sensory Bins for Language Learning, teachers 
choose physical objects (e.g., small toys, foam or magnetic letters, images on paper). 
Teachers create bins by gathering objects that start with the same first letter (one bin per 
letter) and label them with the letter. Students choose a bin then practice naming objects 
and isolating beginning sounds. In a more advanced version of this strategy, students sort 
objects from multiple bins into groups by first letter sound.  
 
Total Physical Response 
Total Physical Response is a kinesthetic teaching method in which students listen to 
commands and respond with physical actions and movements (e.g., as simple as moving a 
finger in a specific way to more complex actions involving the whole body) in order to 
connect a physical association to a concept that is being taught. A teacher uses this 
strategy to allow different learning styles to access and retain concepts that students 
might not easily remember (e.g., new vocabulary, complex processes, learning English as a 
new language). Students can apply this strategy while seated, standing, or by moving 
throughout the classroom. While other comprehension strategies help students retain 
information, Total Physical Response differs in that it provides students with the added 
benefit of increasing recall while also releasing physical energy, which helps to minimize 
distractions. This strategy also helps students develop listening comprehension skills and 
oral fluency.  
 
Transcripts 
Transcripts are visual supports in which a student is able to see information that is being 
presented auditorily (e.g., using typed text on paper, projecting text on a whiteboard), 
allowing the student to monitor incoming auditory information or to help the learner fill in 
any gaps of information that may have been missed due to hearing loss or distractibility. A 
teacher often uses Transcripts when presenting new material, when auditory information 
is not paired with visual cues (e.g., facial expressions, diagrams), or when a large amount 
of verbal information is being presented at once. Transcripts are prepared and provided to 
a student prior to delivering auditory information (e.g., lecture, video, podcast, audio 
book) in order to allow a student to track the presented content.  
 
Visual Cueing 
Visual Cueing is a nonverbal communication tool that conveys messages to an audience 
through body movements, hand gestures, facial expressions, eye contact, posture, and 
interpersonal distance. Before using this strategy, the teacher explicitly teaches students 
each visual cue and its purpose. Then, during instruction, the teacher can use these 
previously taught cues to convey environmental expectations, redirect behavior, and 



increase the understanding of language. For example, a teacher might point to an anchor 
chart on the wall, cup their ears when asking students to listen carefully, or use sign 
language to redirect a student's actions. This strategy provides the structure, routine, and 
sequence that many students require in order to successfully participate in a classroom 
environment.  
 
Whisper Phone 
The Phonics Phone is a curved c-shaped tube that students place to their ear and mouth 
while they quietly read, or whisper read, a text out loud. As they read into the phone, 
their voice travels up the tube to their ear and students experience the magnification of 
their voice as they read out loud. This intentional focus on hearing the sounds they are 
producing helps build phonemic awareness and supports the student’s ability to 
self-correct miscues, or when a word is read wrong. The physical presence of the phone 
encourages focused attention during oral reading. Phonics Phones can be used during 
whole group quiet reading times, small group guided reading lessons, or in small group 
center times.  
 
Word Wheels and Letter Flip Charts 
Word wheels and letter flip charts are literacy manipulatives, serving as physical graphic 
organizers that can be used as a learning tool for young readers. They provide a visual for 
the teacher or student to manipulate targeted phonemes within a word. A student or 
teacher would change the word by rotating a wheel to expose changing letters and could 
read the word, say it aloud or write it down to list all the possible words he/she is 
creating. Word wheels and letter flip charts can be used to increase a child’s mastery of 
phonics.  


